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75  years



T O W N  O F  S T E W I A C K E

Roseanne Chapman
Mary Commo
Susan Creelman
Suzanne Lutz
Chad Ramsey
Rebecca Rogers-Laing 

George Lloy 

Mayor Councillors

"“Alone we can do so little,
together we can do so much."

Helen Keller



T O W N  O F  S T E W I A C K E

   October 31st - Halloween Treat Stop @ Dennis Park
     5 pm to 6 pm

November  1st - Daylight Savings Ends  
November 8th - Shumilacke Foodbank Fundraiser
       9;00 am - 1:00 pm @ Stewiacke Community Centre
       Donations welcome for goods & gently 
              used/new winter outwear
November 11th - Remembrance Day
COUNCIL MEETINGS:
  November 12th - Committee of the Whole @ 7:00 p
  November 26th - Council Meeting @ 7:00 p

December 5th - Tree Lighting @ 7:00 pm 
        in Dennis Park
COUNCIL MEETINGS:
  December 17th - Combined Committee of the 
        Whole & Council @ 7:00 p

  



Stewiacke & District
Volunteer Fire Department



Stewiacke & District Volunteer
Fire Department

.....(continued) 

 (continued...)



Stewiacke & District Volunteer
Fire Department

.....(continued) 

 (continued...)





Stewiacke & District Volunteer
Fire Department

.....(continued) 

 (continued...)



Stewiacke & District Volunteer
Fire Department

.....(continued) 

 (continued...)

Chief - William Barkhouse
Captain - Carl Jeffers

Lieutenant - George Barkhouse
Driver and Chemical - Donald Barkhouse

Water Supply - C.G. Leck
Truck and Hall - John Taylor

Secretary/Treasurer - Walter B. Reid
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Ladies Auxiliary

President - Leona McKillop
Vice President - Betty Fisher

Secretary - Dot Fassett
Treasurer - Patricia Morton

Water Supply 
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In November 1984 , the Department purchased a new 1200 G .P .M

pumper from Superior Equipment at a cost of $108 ,000 .00 . Before

deciding on this vehicle , the new truck committee spent

approximately 300 hours looking at various fire trucks , talking with

members of other departments , talking to manufacturers ’

representatives and reviewed the five tenders before making their

decision .

In June 1986 , it was suggested the Department consider the

purchase of another new tanker pumper . Chief Carter appointed a

new truck committee with himself as Chairman . They were asked to

recommend the type of vehicle required , design and approximate

cost . 

As a special meeting of the Department members on June 8 , 1988 ,

the truck committee after 2 years and 2 days presented their

proposal for a new Tanker Pumper from Superior Equipment at a

cost of $203 ,000 .00 . Their proposal was accepted by the members .

The truck was ordered in June 1988 and delivered in February 1989 .

F o r  Y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  l i v i n g

F A L L  2 0 2 0  i s s u e
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In April 1989 , the Department purchased a 1954 Bickle Seagrave 75-

foot aerial ladder truck from the City of Dartmouth . Although there

are not many tall buildings within the town and area this truck will

be a valued asset in situations where it can be used . 

With the above equipment , along with a modern alarm system , a

fine building and well equipped , trained and dedicated firefighters ,

we have a department second to none for a community of this size

anywhere .
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In September 12 , 1977 , a committee consisting of Jim Isenor and

Emerson Keen , met with the fire department to discuss plans for a

new community centre and fire hall to be jointly sponsored by the

Stewiacke Recreation Committee and the fire department . The

building was to be built as a Canada works project with a labor grant

of approximately $59 ,000 .00 from the Federal Government . There

was also the possibility of a grant covering part of the cost of

materials . The size of the proposed building would be 60ft x 130ft

and the total estimated cost was $251 ,690 .00 .

The complete bottom floor of the building was to be managed by

the fire department . It consisted of six truck bays , a large meeting

room , a radio room , officers ’ room , canteen , washrooms and a small

kitchen . The upper floor of the building was to be managed by the

Community Centre building committee . It consisted of a large

auditorium and recreation centre , a kitchen and washrooms . A third

floor above the kitchen and washrooms consisted of a meeting room ,

washroom and fire chief ’s office .

At the September 12 , 1977 , meeting Chief Carter appointed a

committee of Bill Stone , Ron Ellis , Bill Fisher , Ivan McKillop and Herb

Fassett to work with the committee from the recreation commission

to plan for the construction of the new building . 

At a meeting on March 6 , 1978 , the Fire Department members

reviewed the plans for the new building and voted by ballot to

accept the proposed plans and to participate in the construction

and fund-raising . 

A site was chosen for the new building . Chief Lorne Carter donated

approximately one- and one-half acres of land and three acres were

purchased from Sadie Oake .

B U I L D I N G S
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Via Rail Train derailment rocked the town of Stewiacke on April 12 ,

2001 , at approximately 2 :24pm . A westward VIA Rail passenger train

(VIA 15), consisting of two locomotives and 14 cars , travelling from

Halifax , Nova Scotia , en route to Montreal , Quebec , derailed at a

manually operated main track switch in Stewiacke , Nova Scotia . A

standard Canadian National (CN) switch lock used to secure the

switch in correct position had been tampered with . The two

locomotives and the first two cars continued on the main track , but

the following cars took a diverging route onto an industrial track

adjacent to the main track . Nine of the cars derailed and a farm

supply building , as well as the industrial track were destroyed . Four

occupants of the building escaped without injury prior to impact .

There were 132 persons on board the train . Twenty-two persons were

transported to hospital in either Truro or Halifax . Nine were seriously

injured . The Skyline car struck the foundation of a farm supply

building , severely damaging the car . The following car , a diner ,

collapsed in the mid-section area , bending around the building at

approximately 90 degrees with the result that both the car and the

building were destroyed .

At approximately 2 :26pm , a 911 call was placed by a Stewiacke

resident , notifying emergency services that a VIA passenger train had

derailed . Nine fire departments responded , with approximately 60

members . In addition , eight Emergency Health Services (EHS)

ground ambulances , one EHS air ambulance and two EHS support

units were dispatched . Royal Canadian Mounted Police and CN

police also responded . Other responding agencies included VIA , CN ,

the Red Cross and the Bible Hill Hazmat (Hazardous Materials) Team .

When the first of the ground ambulances arrived at approximately

2 :40pm , ambulatory passengers were being helped from the

wreckage by either VIA crew members or Stewiacke residents . 

s t e w i a c k e  a n d  d i s t r i c t  v o l u n t e e r  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t
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The cause of the accident was not a matter of dispute as the

damages to the switch lock and chain were a clear indication that

the switch was unsecured due to tampering . The Royal Canadian

Mounted Police (RCMP) conducted a criminal investigation that led

to a localyouth pleading guilty to ‘mischief endangering life ' .
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August 31 , 2013 , twenty people were forced from their homes

Saturday morning as multiple explosions rocked the site of a

machine shop in downtown Stewiacke . The RCMP said the first

explosion rang out around 4 :30am at BJ Electric Motor and Control

Ltd . on George Street . Several employees noticed a small fire and

calls came in that smoke alarms were going off at the facility . They

discovered a small fire and an explosion took place while they were

there . Multiple explosions followed as flames spread fuelled by the

combustible materials stored on site . Between 60-70 firefighters

were called in to help fight the blaze as the explosions continued

and homes in the area were evacuated as a precaution .
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The authors have enjoyed putting together this brief history of

firefighting in Stewiacke and area . We have gained a deep

appreciation of the growth and development that has taken place

during the past 50 years . To make this all possible many years of

volunteer fire service have been freely given by a dedicated group of

men and women , making this a first-class volunteer fire department .

With continued community support we know they will accomplish

even greater things during the next 50 years .
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license is valid: January 1 - December 31st



Administration

Parks & Recreation

After Hours Emergency

Water Treatment Plant

Public Works Administration

Library

Stewiacke Fire Department

RCMP

902-639-2231

902-639-2111

902-897-7823

902-639-2899

902-639-2125

902-639-2481

902-639-2301

902-639-2366

Mayor George Lloy
glloy@stewiacke.net

902-805-9393

Councilor Mary Commo
mcommo@stewiacke.net

902-805-9104

Councilor Chad Ramsey
cramsey@stewiacke.net

Deputy Mayor Roseanne Chapman
rchapman@stewiacke.net

902-639-9009

Councilor Susan Creelman
screelman@stewiacke.net

902-639-9363

Councilor Rebecca Rogers-Laing
rrogers-laing@stewiacke.net

902-289-2009

Councilor Suzanne Lutz
suzannelutz@stewiacke.net

902-488-8427
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post
T H E  F O L L O W I N G  I N  Y O U R

W I N D O W  I F  Y O U  P R E F E R  T O

N O T  P A R T I C I P A T E  I N  T R I C K

O R  T R E A T I N G  T H I S  Y E A R  -

T H A N K  Y O U !

https://novascotia.ca/protect-yourself-and-others-from-coronavirus/halloween/?
fbclid=IwAR0nRVHivc19rwcgFdp5lEBzwwZnEjp15yBQkXZaa1NTlIbIhy6TE2W5kRM#posters








